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A Note from the Editorial Desk  
 
Hello! Beth here, and in a thoughtful mood. 

A few weeks ago, Katherine Longshore (author of GILT and a member of 
our region) interviewed Leah Bobet (author of ABOVE) on her blog, and 
this response of Leah’s really stuck out to me: 

“I grew myself up mostly because I wanted to be a professional author, and 
all my little immaturities, the parts of me that were a little bit petty? They 
were in my way. So they had to go.” 

It made me wonder what my own little immaturities are—what’s standing 
between me and the best creative journey I can have? Is it the pettiness of 
wanting more “likes,” more “friends,” and more “followers?” Is it my ever-
growing greediness for “me” time when I should be enjoying the fast-
forward momentum of life with young children? My feverish desire to do 
everything better, faster, and first? My pessimism? 

All of the above. Those things waste time. They distract me, and they 
detract from a creative journey that is uniquely my own. Those immaturities 
have got to go! 

What’s in your way? What immaturities should be banished from your 
creative practice? 

Cheers, 

Beth 

PS: We hope you enjoy the new format! 
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Tip of the Month   
Cheri Williams 

When writing middle grade, never, ever kill more than one person per ten thousand 
words--write YA instead! 

Um, um, um... 

More seriously, what works for me is the following: Work hard, hone your craft, invest 
your time and money in things that matter and grow, grow, grow. Try new stuff, wander in 
new directions, and trust your passions. Remember that writing is a great thing, but it's 
not the sole one. Done well it will enlarge your world, and most likely the world of others 
one day. Study the industry and the market. Seek out and listen well to the counsel of 
those you respect. Then, honor your muse, your self, your life and write the story of your 
heart--all other counsel be damned. 
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Advice from Nancy Barnet 
Margaret Snider 

 

If illustrator and writer Nancy Barnet could have 
given herself advice years ago when she was 
starting out, it would have been to assimilate 
criticism as objectively as possible. 
 
“You’ll get quite a bit of it,” Barnet said.  “Some 
will be well-intentioned (and asked for) from 
knowledgeable people and some—not so 
much.  Understand that the person giving the 
critique has personal biases and preferences 
like everyone else.  It’s up to you to be honest 
about your work and decide what suggestions 
or observations will make that work stronger.” 
When she started out, Barnet majored in 
communications at Sac State and studied 
illustration and design, as well.  She circulated 
her portfolio to some of the designers in the 
area, began to get assignments, and sent 
samples out to magazines.  Some of her first 
work was through magazines. 
 
She moved on to illustrating picture books, 
some of which can be found at her website:  
www.nancybarnet.com. 
 
Eventually she was doing a lot of work for book 
packagers who wanted the work fast. 
 
“My style with colored pencils is very time and 
labor intensive,” Barnet said.  “I found it was 
incredibly difficult to meet my standards and get 
something that I was happy with, working under 
deadlines where I had maybe 6 weeks for 
sketches and finished art work.”   
 
That pushed her into thinking about her first 
love; initially, she considered herself 
predominantly a writer. 
 
“The most important thing, especially for 
working in children’s books, is that you really 
have to be persistent,” Barnet said.  “You have 
to love it enough to weather the really dry 
spots, because even for people who have done 
a number of books, you can still reach those 

moments where you’re thinking: Am I ever going to have 
another publication?” 
 
Personal definitions of success and failure are essential.   
 
“It’s important to realize that many people will not 
understand that staring into space (with eyes open or 
closed) is actually working,” Barnet said.  “You have to be 
okay with that.”  
 
When we deal with the concept of failure, Barnet said, do 
we see it as ‘I’ll never be any good at this’ or ‘So what do I 
try next?’ 
 
Right now she is working on a middle grade novel. 
 
“My passion is for fantasy,” Barnet said.  “I’m loving that, 
getting back to the writing.”  She plans on continuing in that 
vein, probably middle grade but possibly going into YA.  “But 
who knows,” she said.  “You say ‘this is what I’ll probably 
do,’ and then it turns out that something inspires you to do 
something completely different.” 
 
Barnet has a long history with SCBWI and is a past 
production editor for the Acorn.  Presently she is 
membership coordinator, and continues on as moderator of 
the Yahoo groups. 
 
When she’s not working, Barnet enjoys simple pleasures at 
her home in Wilton, with its vegetable garden and tiny 
orchard. 
 
“We’re growing things organically, getting out there and 
digging in the dirt,” Barnet says.  “It’s really fun, I enjoy that 
a lot.” 
 
She has a 4 ½-year-old grandson, with whom she likes to 
revisit some of her own childhood joys, sharing some of the 
books that really captured her attention as a child, and 
exploring new ones. 
 
Which leads Barnet to some more advice she would have 
given her younger self:  parent like a grandparent. 
 
“It would be so much less stressful and so much more fun!” 
she said. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Margaret Snider is a writer and 

journalist.  A recent article can be 
seen in Family Health & Wellness 
Magazine at 
http://familyhw.com/2012/09/take-a-
hike-out-of-your-chair-into-fresh-air/ 
 

http://www.nancybarnet.com/
http://familyhw.com/2012/09/take-a-hike-out-of-your-chair-into-fresh-air/
http://familyhw.com/2012/09/take-a-hike-out-of-your-chair-into-fresh-air/
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About ACORN 

  ACORN is the newsletter for the California North/Central region of the SCBWI.  

 ACORN is published online and is free to members of SCBWI. 

 The editors and regional advisor reserve the right to make decisions about content and to edit 
submissions. 

 No payment is made for articles or illustrations, but contributing authors and illustrators are entered in a 
drawing for half-price registration for our Spring Spirit conference. 

 Each contributing author and illustrator retains the rights to his or her work. 

 News about book releases and signings may be passed along. 

 No article or piece of art may be reprinted in any form without the express written consent of the person 
who created it. 

 For submission guidelines, please see page 6 of this issue, or visit our regional website at 
http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=5  

 We love you and welcome your comments, feedback, and questions! You may contact the editors at 
acornnewsletter@gmail.com  

Our first Cameron Park Schmooze after the 
summer break was a smaller group than 
usual, but still a success. Bitsy Kemper, Lori 
Mortensen, Karen Sandler, Eric Sandler, and 
myself schmoozed enough for ten people! 
This time around, we met at the Dos Coyotes 
restaurant in Folsom with its beautiful outdoor 
patio.  

But you might be wondering, what goes on at 
a Schmooze? We share success stories, big 
and small—whether you finally tamed the 
chapter giving you so much trouble, or you 
landed an agent, or your book won an award. 
And we commiserate on the frustrating 
rejections you can get, the contract you had 
to turn down, the editorial letter that gave you 
fits. 

Plus, you can find a critique partner at the 
Schmoozes, if you haven’t already found your 
match through the regional chapter’s critique 
group email list. As we get to know each 
other’s projects, we can also recommend a 
market to try, or an agent’s or editor’s wishlist 
that might be a good fit. 

Of course, authors are also readers, so 
exciting new books are bound to come up. 
Since we have members targeting age 
groups from babies to young adults, with all 
the genres mixed in, it’s a great way to keep 
up with new titles. My reading list grows after 
every get-together, between member’s own 
books and their favorite authors! 

The Cameron Park Schmooze 
Angelica R. Jackson 

To make sure you don't miss any Schmooze news, join the 
Cameron Park Schmooze mailing list by contacting organizer 
Lori Mortensen at lori@lorimortensen.com. Plans are in the 
works for a group hike at Cronan Ranch, as well as a potluck in 
November. We hope to see you soon! 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: The California North/Central region currently has two active schmoozes—one in Cameron 
Park, and one in Davis. If you’re interested in starting up a schmooze in your area, you can choose the date, 
time, and place, and the North/Central team will send out the invites! 

 

 

Angelica R. Jackson is a writer and 

photographer whose publishing credits 
include a MG short story, “Hornworms", 
in Hunger Mountain, a YA short story 
called "Ebb Tide" which took third place 
in the WOW! Women on Writing Spring 
2010 Flash Fiction Contest, and 
numerous nonfiction pieces in such 
magazines as Birds & Blooms and Sierra 
Heritage Magazine. For more on her 
current projects, please see her blog at 
http://angelicarjackson.blogspot.com. 

Photo Credit: Eric Sandler 

http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=5
mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:lori@lorimortensen.com
http://angelicarjackson.blogspot.com/
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What’s at the Core of the new Curriculum Standards? 
Kelly Hollman 

 The new buzz in children’s publishing is all about 
the Common-Core Curriculum standards. At the 
recent SCBWI Summer Conference in Los Angeles, 
speculation was hopeful for the market.  
 
The Common-Core state standards are not federal 
standards, as Congress has no authority to fund or 
regulate schools or control curriculum, standards or 
policy. In 2008 the Council of Chief State School 
Officers asked for input from some state governors 
to create a set of standards that would help low-
performing students get into college courses 
without needing remediation. 
 
Unsurprisingly, the initiative has its opponents. 
Sandra Stotsky, a professor of education reform at 
the University of Arkansas, stated in Publishers 
Weekly July 18

th
 online (see link below) “there’s no 

research that shows informational reading will make 
kids ready for college.” The Common-Core 
standards simply haven’t been tested or 
implemented anywhere. 
 
Despite its lack of a track run, authors of the 
Common-Core desire students to think more 
critically about what they’re reading, to compare 
multiple sources in different formats, and to give 
more sourced evidence and less personal opinion, 
in their writing. 
 
Linda Pratt, agent for the Wernick & Pratt Agency, 
spoke recently at the SCBWI conference about the 
newly adopted Common-Core Curriculum which 
most states will be implementing in the 2014-2015 
school year. While there is still speculation on how 
it will affect the publishing industry, with elementary 
grade students being required to read fifty percent 
informational texts and seventy percent in high 
school, the anticipation is that the need for fiction 
and nonfiction, in particular, will boost demand in 
the market. (See Publisher’s Weekly article here: 
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-
topic/childrens/childrens-industry-
news/article/53002-what-common-core-means-for-
publishers.html ) 
Appendix B of the Common-Core Standards 
provides what it calls “exemplars” of language arts 
texts. The problem is many of the books are 
outdated or out of print. Steve DelVecchio, a public 

librarian in Seattle and a former teacher and 
school librarian who edited Appendix B in 2009, 
stated in the Publishers Weekly article,  “that it was 
never, ever meant …to be a recommended 
reading list, although some teachers are looking at 
it as a national reading list.” 
 
Some publishers, like Capstone Publishing, a 
publisher in the educational market, were a little 
ahead of the curve anticipating the need for more 
non-fiction and fiction on similar subjects told from 
different perspectives. For example, when studying 
the industrial revolution under the new guidelines, 
a teacher might pair Bread and Roses, Too by 
Katherine Paterson with Kids on Strike! by Susan 
Campbell Bartoletti, giving students a broader 
perspective on the issues of the times. 
 
As the Common-Core is implemented more 
publishers may be looking for clusters of material 
by creating series of books or pairing fiction and 
non-fiction titles. This fall, publishers such as 
Random House and Scholastic will launch Core-
friendly educator guides that will link directly with 
Core standards and include age level and Core 
codes with their titles. 
 
Whether you’re a proponent or an opponent of the 
Common-Core Curriculum, it appears the goal will 
be to get more quality books in the hands of kids, 
which is something children’s writers, publishers 
and educators can certainly agree on. 
 
 

Kelly Hollman is an 

author, freelance writer, 
writing instructor, and 
homeschooling mom.  She 
is most recently published 
in Humpty-Dumpty 
Magazine and is writing 
middle grade and YA 
fiction. You can find her 
and learn more about the 
Common-Core Standards 
and writing at: 
www.kellyhollman.com  
 

 

http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/53002-what-common-core-means-for-publishers.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/53002-what-common-core-means-for-publishers.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/53002-what-common-core-means-for-publishers.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/53002-what-common-core-means-for-publishers.html
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Annual Membership Report 

Every September, Nancy 
Barnet puts together a 
membership report. 
 
For information on the 
different levels of membership, 
visit 
http://www.scbwi.org/Pages.as
px/Levels-of-Membership  

Agent Interview with Emily Gref of Lowenstein Associates 
Beth Hull 

Are you an editorial agent? 
 
Very much so. I was originally on an editorial track - I 
had editorial internships with Tor Books and Arthur A. 
Levine Books - but happily ended up in agenting, 
where I can combine the best of the editorial world 
(working closely with authors on their books) and the 
best of the bookselling world (hand-selling 
manuscripts to editors who will hopefully love it). I go 
through a couple of rounds of revisions with my clients 
before going on submission. It's one of the most 
rewarding parts of the job. 
 
What grabs you in a book and makes you want to 
keep reading?  
 
Never underestimate the power of that first page. 
Books that draw me in immediately transport me - into 
someone else's head, or into world I've never 
imagined before, or into circumstances I've never 
considered. Good first pages are fresh - nobody's 
complaining about how boring a class is, they aren't 
travelling in a car, they aren't waking up from a 
dream. Introduce the story with tension (not an action 
scene) and never lose that taut, line-by-line, scene-
by-scene narrative flow. 
 
To learn more about the agency and see 
submission guidelines, click here: 
http://www.lowensteinassociates.com/index.html 
 

Find Emily Gref on Twitter, @skycornerless 

 

What are you looking 
for? 
 
At the moment I only 
represent young adult 
and middle grade (and 
some adult as well). I'm 
primarily looking for sci-
fi/fantasy, but I can't 
resist a contemporary 

novel with a strong, unique voice - the kind you can 
pick out of a line-up without a moment's hesitation. I 
love fairytale retellings, historical novels from unique 
perspectives, other worlds described with intricate 
detail, and characters that turn all tropes on their heads 
and surprise me. I'm also open to author/illustrators for 
graphic novel projects. 
 
List 3-5 favorite books for children. 
 
As a kid: GONEAWAY LAKE by Elizabeth Enright 
As a grown-up: THE THIEF by Megan Whalen Turner 
Most recent favorite: CHIME by Franny Billingsley 
 
Do you have any query peeves? What are they? 
 
Basically the same as anyone else - people who don't 
follow guidelines, people who submit blindly without 
researching my tastes. Especially egregious are those 
who reference my hair color - noting an agent's 
appearance in general isn’t okay! 
 

http://www.scbwi.org/Pages.aspx/Levels-of-Membership
http://www.scbwi.org/Pages.aspx/Levels-of-Membership
http://www.lowensteinassociates.com/index.html
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challenging business. Although the 
prospect of facing a blank page still 
intimidates me, writing adds joy and 
purpose to my life. Each new project, 
peer critique, editor critique, and 
discussion with my agent teaches me 
something about myself as a writer. I 
hope your journey of self-discovery is 
equally fulfilling. 

With warm wishes for a special spark 
of creativity, 

Patti 

scbwicanorthcentral@gmail.com 

www.patriciamnewman.com 

Like the African proverb, “It takes a 
village to raise a child,” so too it 
takes a village to raise a writer or 
illustrator. With the SCBWI seal of 
approval, your regional “village” staff 
works hard behind the scenes to 
help you shape your career.  

Some of you are published, others 
are not, but we all travel a similar 
path, honing our craft ever sharper 
as we simultaneously deal with the 
disappointment of rejection. SCBWI 
never promised that the path to 
publication would be easy or the 
path to success linear. What we 
promise in California North/Central 
is a safe, nurturing environment in 
which to learn, camaraderie to 
celebrate your strengths, and 
professional support to overcome 
your weaknesses. As you proceed 
down the path, pause for a moment 
to reach out to a fellow member—
introduce yourself, solicit advice, 
offer encouragement, share news—
for it is there you will find the core of 
what makes SCBWI special.  

Your California North/Central staff 
plans a variety of events that open 
doors, introduce you to new ideas, 
help you meet new people, and (we 
hope) give you the strength and 
inspiration to persevere in a 

A Message from Your Regional Advisor 
Patricia Newman 

 

Submission Guidelines 

Do you have an idea for an article? Have you 
recently attended a conference or workshop? 
Do you have a piece of art you’d like to share?  

Please keep articles between 300 and 500 
words, and include a short biography 
(including website, if you have one), and an 
author photo.  

Illustrators, please send your artwork as .jpg 
files no bigger than 1000 dpi in either 
direction, and send your website address as 
well! 
 
Do you have good news—an honor, a 
publication, or a book signing event? Send 
your good news and articles to Nathalie and 
Beth at acornnewsletter@gmail.com. 

Good News! 
 
 Sarah Stevenson’s debut novel The Latte Rebellion 

(Flux, 2011) received an IPPY bronze medal in 
Multicultural Children's Fiction from Independent 
Publisher magazine. 

 Margarita Engle’s book Hurricane Dancers will receive 
the Américas Award at the Library of Congress on 
October 5. Furthermore, Margarita was the Author-in-
Residence at the U.C. Davis Dept. of Education, Sept. 
26-29 (leading up to being the U.C. Davis Words Take 
Wings author in February). 

 Talia Vance's debut novel, Silver was published by Flux 
on September 8. Silver is a YA fantasy based on Celtic 
Mythology about a girl who accidentally binds her soul to 
her mortal enemy. 

 Kim Zarins’s picture book The Helpful Puppy was 
released by Holiday House in August. 

The California 
North/Central Team 
 

Regional Advisor 
Patricia Newman 

Assistant Regional 
Advisor 
Catherine Meyer 

Illustrator Coordinators 
Kris McLeod 
Mira Reisberg 

Spring Spirit Conference 
Coordinator 
Connie Goldsmith 

Critique Group 
Coordinator 
Rosi Hollinbeck 

Membership Coordinator 
Nancy Barnet 

Newsletter Editors 
Nathalie Mvondo 
Beth Hull 

 
Artwork by Linda Boyden 

www.lindaboyden.com 

 

mailto:scbwicanorthcentral@gmail.com
http://www.patriciamnewman.com/
mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.lindaboyden.com/

