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A Note from the Editorial Desk 
Hi everyone, 

 

On March 1st a schmooze, organized by 

Janelle Weiner and Sarah Clift, took place in 

Carmichael’s public library. Along with a 

chance for local SCBWI members to catch 

up with each other, the event was also set up 

as a mini-workshop on goal setting. 

 

I missed it. And this is exactly why I should 

have attended it in the first place. Indeed, as 

Janelle wrote on her blog, “it is sometimes a 

challenge to find time to sit in a chair and 

write (or illustrate, as the case may be).” As 

writers and illustrators with family and 

otherwise busy lives, I believe we always 

welcome tips on time management, or 

maybe we even have experienced the 

benefits of having one or more 

accountability partners—that was another 

benefit of attending the schmooze.  

 

How do you make it work? If one of you, 

dear writer and illustrator colleagues, has an 

answer, please consider contributing to 

World Peace by emailing Beth and me, and 

sharing your wisdom. 

 

Speaking of which, this year’s Spring Spirit 

Conference is the perfect place to find 

inspiration, motivation and creative sparkles. 

Our annual local conference has proven over 

the years to be a unique platform to interact 

with –not just see from afar—agents, 

editors, art directors, and renowned writers 

and illustrators. Every year the conference, 

understandably, sells out. There are still a 

few places left for the lucky ones. 

 

With the hope that this year started out 

artistically, wonderfully for many of you, 

Beth and I thank once again the members 

who graciously contributed to this issue, 

thus adding fuel to our already ongoing 

literary fire. Thank you to Award-winning 

author Nikki Grimes—who will be at Spring 

Spirit, for a fantastic interview, to Abrams’ 

art director Chad Beckerman, and all of you. 

Congratulations on the latest publications of 

our members! 

 

Happy Reading, 

Nathalie 
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An Interview with Nikki Grimes 
Kary Joseph Shender 
 

 When asked about her use of words that are 

“above grade level, Nikki remembers her 

grandmother. “She always had a dictionary 

on her reading table. She read and then 

looked up words and then went back to the 

book.” She acknowledges that “There is lots 

of pushback from editors on language…” 

but she is ready to fight for what she thinks 

her story needs. “I have a big mouth and I’m 

not afraid of them (the editors),” she 

comments, laughing, and then recounts the 

story of her first book. She was pushing to 

see the senior editor and was told repeatedly 

that she should submit to a junior editor. “I 

kept saying that if I was going to be rejected, 

I wanted the No to come from the top.” The 

senior did like the work, and a year after the 

publication of GROWIN’, the junior editor 

admitted that if he had received the 

submission, he wouldn’t have passed it 

along because he didn’t think the senior 

editor would have liked the manuscript. 

 

Nikki has always been plucky. At just 17, 

she took her spiral notebook of poetry to an 

event where James Baldwin would speak. 

She followed him after his talk, thrust her 

poetry at him and watched as he read 

through one poem, then another. When he 

had finished reading her collection, he wrote 

down his name and phone number, inviting 

her to get in touch. She did, and he mentored 

her for eighteen months. “James Baldwin 

told me that if I needed to compromise, I 

should never compromise in the area of my 

giftedness. He said that I needed to write so 

that when I looked in the mirror I would like 

the reflection.”   

 
Perhaps James Baldwin’s early death was as 

influential as was his mentoring regarding 

the writing process itself. Nikki Grimes 

acknowledges “I’m very mindful of the 

passage of time. I know that when a minute 

has passed, we never get it back. I’m always 

doing something. Right now, as we talk, I’m 

making cards.” She paints, knits, does 

beadwork, makes jewelry. She is a 

consummate listmaker, detailing priorities 

for six days of the week. “But not for 

Sunday because that’s the Sabbath, and I 

want to honor that.” 

 

Keeping the Sabbath has been a part of 

Nikki’s life always, even when she was 

shunted from one foster home to another. 

When asked about resilience, Nikki shares 
about her faith, the faith that has seen her 

through tough times personally and has 

sustained her through the inevitable 

rejection slips that are a part of any author’s 

life. “If you trust in your work, when you 
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get rejected you just think, ‘that’s their loss.’ 

Now, if I get the same kind of comment in a 

personal rejection letter from three different 

editors, then I know that it’s time to pull that 

manuscript and take a closer look at it, 

consider a revision.”  

 

Nikki is firmly committed to writing 

material that makes a difference in the lives 

of her readers. No topic is taboo, so long as 

it is handled in an age-appropriate way. She 

writes about surprise pregnancy, about the 

death of a brother, about being hungry at 

school but not wanting classmates to know 

it. Neither is she afraid to experiment with 

form and genre. TALKIN’ ABOUT BESSIE 

is the biography of Elizabeth Coleman, the 

first African-American female pilot, and is 

written as a collection of oral histories. 

(“When I heard that two other manuscripts 

about Bessie were circulating, I knew I had 

to do something different!”) WELCOME, 

PRECIOUS is a poem greeting to a newborn 

about the world’s wonders, like the 

glistening mystery of soap bubbles. In 

BARACK OBAMA, SON OF PROMISE, 

CHILD OF HOPE, a mother talks with her 

son about the man on TV for whom so many 

are cheering, telling her son a story of 

determination and hope. All of Nikki’s 

work, regardless of the story line, prose or 

poetry, is hope-filled, designed with love. 

  

One of her books, RICH, has not won the 

Coretta Scott King Award, as did BRONX 

MASQUERADE. It hasn’t received any of 

the other multiple literary honors for which 

Nikki Grimes is known. Yet it is an amazing 

book, with a gutsy girl, Dyamonde, taking 

her friend into a thrift store to explore, even 

though he lusts after new stuff. New is okay, 

but it’s boring because it hasn’t been 

anywhere yet, she tells Free, her buddy, and 

then leaves him to discover his treasure. 

Humorously, tenderly, Nikki lets her readers 

consider new ways of thinking. Also in 

RICH, a quiet girl in class wins the poetry 

contest when Dyamonde suggests to her that 

she write about living in the very shelter the 

girl has tried to keep a secret. Although 

Nikki Grimes is no stranger to hearing 

sermons, she doesn’t preach to her readers. 

She simply sows the seeds of consideration, 

acceptance, inclusion. Her readers have to 

decide whether they’ll nourish those seeds. 

Nikki laughs heartily when asked about 

RICH. “Let me tell you what’s happening 

with that little book,” she says. “Every 

library in San Diego is holding discussions 

of it. There are storytellers and others who 

are focusing on hunger and homelessness. 

And sometime in late May, there will be a 

big celebration, with the city feeding 

everyone. That’s what that book is doing 

now. You just have to have faith in your 

work and put it out there.” The sparkle in 

her voice comes through the phone lines, 

bright as the shimmer on the San Diego Bay. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
   

Kary Joseph Shender writes poetry, 

picture books, and middle grade 

fiction. She has worked in West Africa 

as a linguist, taught at a community 

college, and coordinated a county-wide 

literacy program. Now she facilitates 

workshops within state prisons. Always 

her focus is on exploring with people, 

stretching their perceptions — and hers 

— of what life can be.  

http://karyshender.wordpress.com/
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Chad W. Beckerman – Superhero 
Alter Ego? 
Kristen Schwartz 
 

Spring Spirit will soon be here and among 

our amazing faculty is Chad W. Beckerman, 

Creative Director for Abrams Appleseed, 

Abrams Books for Young Readers and 

Amulet Books. It has also been rumored that 

Chad is an alter ego for a superhero – one 

who, no doubt, singlehandedly delivers 

engaging children's books to book lovers 

and the reading phobic alike. Is it true? I set 

out to discover the truth. 

 

Since 2000 when he graduated from the 

Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) with 

an MFA in Illustration, Chad's career path 

has been extraordinary. His book credits 

include some amazing series - Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid, The Last Apprentice, NERDS, 

Sisters Grimm, as well as, Aldous Huxley's 

only picture book - The Crows of Pear 

Blossom, Sid Fleischman's Houdini book - 

Escape!, The Art of Rube Goldberg and far 

too many more to list. 

 

Although children's publishing wasn't what 

he thought he would go into, he knew he 

loved drawing and working with narrative. 

After graduating, he interviewed with 

Scholastic thinking they might hire him as a 

freelance illustrator. Instead they saw his 

potential to do more than illustration alone 

and hired him as Assistant Designer. In a 

little over a year he moved on to Green 

Willow as a Designer and then Senior 

Designer. Later he took the position of 

Associate Art Director at Abrams, then Art 

Director and finally Creative Director. 

Along the way he learned book and cover 

design from his mentors and discovered this 

was his passion. He also discovered just how 

powerful design and illustration could be to 

draw readers into the world of the story – 

especially reluctant readers – especially 

boys.  

 

These days Chad oversees many exceptional 

book projects – coordinating deadlines, 

designing interiors and covers, and 

occasionally illustrating. He is adept at 

bringing people together, seeing the big 

picture and harmonizing components into a 

winning outcome. He also has the ability to 

help an illustrator find their path or to use 

humor to put people at ease.  

 

What isn't readily apparent is that Chad's 

book projects often have a secret reward for 

readers. No doubt you've crossed paths with 

at least one of the many books he has 

worked on, but if you come across a 

About ACORN 

ACORN is the newsletter for the 

California North/Central region of the 

SCBWI.  

 ACORN is published online and is free 
to members of SCBWI. 

 The editors and regional advisor 

reserve the right to make decisions 

about content and to edit submissions. 

 No payment is made for articles or 
illustrations, but contributing authors 

and illustrators are entered in a 

drawing for half-price registration for 

our Spring Spirit conference. 

 Each contributing author and illustrator 
retains the rights to his or her work. 

 News about book releases and signings 
may be passed along. 

 No article or piece of art may be 

reprinted in any form without the 

express written consent of the person 

who created it. 

 We love you and welcome your 
comments, feedback, and questions! 

You may contact the editors. 
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hardcover edition make sure to check under 

the dust jacket. Chad likes to go the extra 

mile by creating an entirely different design 

for the hardcover underneath.  

 

So, is he a superhero alter ego? I don't have 

definitive proof of his superhero status, but I 

have no doubt that Chad W. Beckerman is a 

super human and I'm looking forward to 

learning great things from him at the Spring 

Spirit Conference in April.  

 

Visit the Abrams blog and Chad's blog - 

Adventures and Mishaps to read behind the 

scenes publishing articles written by Chad 

Beckerman.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

Good News! 
 

Congratulations to Patricia NEWMAN, 

ON THE PUBLICATION OF HER 

LATEST BOOK, PLASTIC, AHOY! 

INVESTIGATING THE GREAT PACIFIC 

GARBAGE PATCH, by Millbrook Press 

(with Carol Hinz from the 2013 Spring Spirit 

Conference).  

For more information, visit Patricia’s 

website. Watch the trailer here. 

What critics say: “Junior Library Guild 

Selection; Recommended by the National 

Science Teachers Association (NSTA);  

“An engaging and worthwhile read, this will 

surely make young readers think twice about 

their trash." –Booklist;  

“I love these types of science-in-real-life 

books. This one belongs right up there with 

my best-beloved titles… a must-purchase 

item for school and public libraries.” -–

proseandkahn Nonfiction Monday blog. 

 

Congratulations to Linda Joy Singleton 
(the SEER Series) on the recent publication 

of her first picture book, SNOW DOG, 

SAND DOG, from Albert Whitman. 

Illustrated by Jess Golden, the book has 

garnered good reviews from Publisher’s 

Weekly and Kirkus.  

For more information, visit Linda’s website. 

What critics say: “For kids with both canine 

and outdoor allergies, Singleton offers a 

craft-based pet idea at book's end.” – 

Publisher’s Weekly;  

“Ally is a clever and creative character that 

kids with similar afflictions will relate to.” – 

Kirkus. 

 

Do you have good news to share with our 

region? Let us know! Please format your 

good news as you see it here, and email it to 

the ACORN editors! 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristen Schwartz has been an 

illustrator and designer for over 25 

years, a member of SCBWI for 9 and 

seriously focused on developing a 

children's illustration portfolio for 6. 

To find out about her journey into 

children's publishing, check out 

Kristen's blog by clicking on her name 

above. 

http://blog.abramsbooks.com/author/cbeckerman/
http://cwdesigner.blogspot.com/
http://www.patriciamnewman.com/
http://www.patriciamnewman.com/
http://patriciamnewman.com/plastic.html
http://www.lindajoysingleton.com/
mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.ajourneyillustrated.com/
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Flashback to Illustrator’s Day, 1995 
Ruth Evans 
 

Did you know the SCBWI website has 

provided accessibility to its bulletin archives 

for members? Was I ever pleased to 

discover this timely data when I was 

retrieving my own twenty-year stash of 

bulletins and notes as a member!  

 

In 1994, twenty years had passed since I 

received my B.A. degree; nourished my 

marriage to an avid Wildlife Biologist; and 

raised two boys, ages 5 and 10. Working 

part-time, volunteering at my children’s 

school gave me the incentive to enhance my 

skills in writing and artwork. It was 

fortuitous that my children’s school invited 

authors, Laura Numeroff [When You Give a 

Mouse a Cookie] and Sneed Collard III 

[Creepy Creatures]. I remembered the 

lengthy title of the professional organization 

mentioned in their introductions—The 

Society for Childrens’ Book Writers and 

Illustrators. The acronym, SCBWI—

indelible in my mind as “ske’Wibb-

ee”(properly pronounced “skibwee”!)—

peaked my interest and led me to its 

membership.  

 

Remarkable information from SCBWI 

newsletters and bulletins arrived 

immediately welcoming me to the “society.” 

Opportunities, connections and professional 

exposure to the process and production of a 

book emerged throughout the year. SCBWI 

sponsored amazing programs to attend and 

offered techniques to prepare for these 

conferences—especially to assist “rookies” 

like me. Illustrator’s Day event 

announcements kept reappearing in the 

bulletins and I was hooked!  

 

Illustrator’s Day, 1995, in southern 

California, was the first SCBWI sponsored 

event I attended. A description about how to 

prepare an art portfolio was explained in 

detail in the bulletin for prospective 

illustrators. Hefting my cargo in hand, I 

arrived at Clairbourn School in San Gabriel 

where I was directed to choose a “spot on 

one of the tables” to set up and display my 

portfolio. A registration area was set up for 

attendees to pick up their conference packets 

and to proceed to the seating area.  

 

 
 

Marla Frazee spoke in a segment called 

“Going to New York.” Holding her newly 

compiled portfolio, she spoke about her 

book That Kookoory! By Margaret Walden 

Froehlich. How impressive it was to hear her 

share step-by-step the key points to a 

successful portfolio for publishers in New 

York City! The “Children’s Book 

Illustrator’s Portfolio” should include “10 to 

15 pieces, each one being your very best 

work” in a “compact light-weight, and 

squeaky clean portfolio” she listed on her 
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personal hand-out. Also, she noted, the 

illustrations should demonstrate “ability to 

keep the character looking consistent” by 

developing and designing the character 

“from a variety of viewpoints.” And lastly, 

she cited, “consider including a picture book 

dummy, sketches only, of a favorite story” 

which “shows that you know how to pace 

your story.” A variety of “page layouts” or 

sample images help illuminate the words in 

the manuscript.  

 

Carol Heyer, another illustrator speaking at 

the event, showcased her fantasy/sci-fi 

creations. I scribbled and doodled notes as 

Carol spoke of her process of creating the 

character Rapunzel from the Brothers 

Grimm classic. Her representation of “light 

and shadow to develop mood and maintain 

suspense” was an example of her technique. 

When the prince and Rapunzel reunited, 

Carol incorporated subtle, “rosy hues of 

celebration” into her images. Bold, bright 

colors combined with distinctive details are 

blended into sci-fi creatures and her 

characters retain a glow or illumination that 

adds to a child’s imagination. Carol’s own 

dry brush technique with acrylics creates 

touchable realistic images that pop off the 

page. A nugget of encouragement was “you 

can draw a dragon any way you want, 

because no one can tell you your dragon is 

wrong.” In 2004, Carol held a workshop in 

San Luis Obispo, creating a book from 

beginning to end. She emphasized a 

marketing tip using your best artwork. Print 

shops can photocopy your images onto 

different size labels and these can be used to 

stick onto business cards and postcards as 

hand-outs.  

 

SCBWI’s The Bulletin continues to 

broadcast the amazing programs to attend, 

as well as locations offering workshops and 

critiques.  

 

 

 

Submission Guidelines 

Do you have an idea for an article? Have 

you recently attended a conference or 

workshop? Do you have a piece of art 

you’d like to share? Send it to us! 

Please keep articles between 300 and 500 

words, and include a short biography 

(including website, if you have one), and 

an author photo.  

Illustrators, please send your artwork as 

.jpg files no bigger than 1000 dpi in either 

direction, and send your website address 

as well! 

 

Deadline for next issue: April 15th! 

 

 

Do you have good news—an honor, a 

publication, or a book signing event? Send 

your good news and articles to Nathalie 

and Beth at acornnewsletter@gmail.com. 

 

Ruth Evans’s latest challenge is digital 

art for her illustration portfolio. Some 

of her artwork is displayed in the 

SCBWI Illustrators Gallery. She has 

attended various SCBWI workshops 

and conferences up and down 

California over twenty years as a 

member. As a freelance fabric artist, 

she’s usually sorting through piles of 

fabric—conjuring up new designs and 

projects. 

mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
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New York Conference 
Round-Up 
 
From Alexis Bass, Writer: 

Kate Messner’s Keynote, “The Spectacular 

Power of Failure,” was very moving. She 

talked about how it’s important not to be 

afraid of failure, and to keep writing—even 

when we think it’s bad—because we’ll 

ultimately learn from it and most likely 

produce something great in the meantime.  

Alexis Bass 

Alexisbasswrites.blogspot.com 

LOVE AND OTHER THEORIES  

HarperTeen, Winter 2015 

@alexisbasswrites  

 

 

From Jerry Stenson, Illustrator and Art 

Director at Nevada Museum of Art: 

One of the highlights for my wife and I was 

listening to Stephen Mooser tell, with such 

clarity, about his life as a child and the 

unusual maps he made of his neighborhood 

and the house he lived in. 

 

As one of the participants in the NYC 2014 

portfolio showcase, I learned so much from 

other illustrators. My wife and I came away 

with inspiration, ideas and excitement, and 

we can’t wait to start working on all of the 

new ideas we absorbed from the NYC 2014 

conference. 

 

Note from the editor: Jerry Stinson will post 

most of his portfolio illustrations on his 

website. Visit jerrystinson.com to get a 

sneak peek! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Spring Spirit Logo by Kristin deNeeve 

 
SCBWI Conference Thought 

Sandie Sing 
Writer, Illustrator, Art Educator 
 
I hope to: 

-meet a group of writers and illustrators who 

are not shy.  Most of us are introverts and 

will have a difficult time coming out of our 

shells.   

-meet writing/art professionals who are 

friendly to novice writers/illustrators. 

-listen a panel of professionals giving tips on 

how to make it in the writing/illustration 

world. 

-how to spot a story that is ready or art 

ready. 

-celebrate writing and illustrating. 

-receive tips on what to do when you get a 

phone call announcing your project has been 

selected. 

-what are publishers looking for? 

-what's the new movement in writing?  in 

illustration? 

 

I don't know if they are addressing this, but 

these are some of the things a new writer on 

the block would be searching for in their 

careers.            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tweet Tweet! Do you have some good news, 

a favorite writing quote, a book signing, or 

some other tidbit of information or advice 

that would be relevant to our region’s 

followers? Email your tweet, in 140 

characters or less, to Bitsy Kemper, our 

Twitter Diva! If your tweet is time-sensitive, 

please give her at least 24 hours’ notice.   

mailto:Bitsy@BitsyKemper.com
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A Message from Your Regional Team 
 
Staying on the Path 
Catherine Meyer 
 
With our feet firmly in the New Year and 

headed toward the annual Spring Spirit 

Conference, it’s always a good time to 

regroup and consider our writing goals and 

aspirations. It’s important to count your 

challenges and determine how you’re going 

to get around them. It’s easy to make goals 

and plan out your hopes at the beginning of 

the year, but life can deter anyone from their 

intentions. There are many great ways to re-

orient yourself back onto your path to 

publication. One of the best ways to do that 

is a conference.  

After a conference I always feel refreshed 

and come away with a new sense of 

purpose. There are so many excellent 

speakers and wonderful critiques offered 

that it is easy to absorb all of the wonderful 

information and come away ready to apply it 

to your own writing life. 

The Spring Spirit Conference is quickly 

selling out. If you are looking for a way to 

prepare yourself for the rest of the year and 

get yourself back on the track you planned at 

the beginning of the year, I highly 

recommend that you register as soon as 

possible and allow yourself the opportunity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Meyer, 

Assistant Regional Advisor 

 

 

 

 

The California North/Central Team 
 

Regional Advisor 

Patricia Newman 

Assistant Regional Advisor 

Catherine Meyer 

Illustrator Coordinator 

Robin Howard 

Spring Spirit Conference Coordinator 

Connie Goldsmith 

Critique Group Coordinator: 

Rosi Hollinbeck 

Membership Coordinator 

Nancy Barnet 

Newsletter Editors 

Nathalie Mvondo / Beth Hull 

Twitter Diva 

Bitsy Kemper 

 

Upcoming Events 
For all upcoming events, please see our 

regional upcoming events page for 

details. 

 Authors Galore at the Common Core, 
March 12th, Sacramento 

 Spring Spirit Conference, April 5th, 

Citrus Heights 

 Intensive2, August 23, 2014 

http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=5&sec=Events

