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A Note from the Editor 
 

Greetings, Kidlit Lovers! 

 

Okay, show of hands—who else out there 

has been nerding out over the aisles of 

school supplies that have been appearing 

with greater frequency as summer ends? 

There’s something about all those blank 

pages—whether they’re in composition 

books, drawing notepads, agendas, or index 

cards. And don’t even get me started on the 

pens. I confess I may have bought a couple 

of notebooks that I may or may not actually 

need. Possibly some markers as well. 

However, I promise to use them, and soon! 

 

If not school supplies, is there some other 

object that inspires you to write? A special 

cup? A color-coded bookcase? If you feel 

moved to do so, post a photo on our regional 

Facebook page—I’d love to see the things 

that inspire others! 

 

This issue is packed full of some excellent 

articles. Special thanks to Connie 

Goldsmith, Stacey Lee, Kim Zarins, Susan 

L. Roberts, and Margaret Snider for their 

articles, Rose Cooper for her closing 

message, and Carella Herberger and Pat 

Kahn for their artwork. 

 

Happy reading, and happy creating! 

Beth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
artwork courtesy of Pat Kahn 
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The New and Improved SCBWI 
Website 
Part 2: Power up Your Profile 
Connie Goldsmith 
 

Did you take the tour? What tour, you may 

ask? The tour of the new SCBWI website 

we reviewed in the July/August issue of 

ACORN. SCBWI staff worked tirelessly to 

create a website that you can tailor to your 

unique needs. This article, Power up Your 

Profile, is the second of three to introduce 

you to YOUR website and to tell you about 

some of its new features.  

 

SCBWI.org; image used with permission 

 

First, log in to the website using your email 

and password. You are now at “Your 

Home.” Click on Edit Profile on the left 

side. The page is titled General Setting. As I 

write this, I am logged into my own profile, 

and there are some fields that only I can see. 

Click on Patti Newman's Profile or mine to 

see what a completed profile looks like. It 

might be helpful to keep one of them open 

as you work on your own.  

 

Now upload your photo. Then move down 

the page to answer the questions and fill in 

the blanks. The “About Me” section will 

display as your bio. “The bio is your 

history,” says Chelsea Mooser Confalone, 

SCBWI’s Director of Outreach and New 

Programs. “A general rule is that bios are 

written in third person.”  Your profile is 

viewable by the public. A book reviewer or 

blogger may copy your bio directly from the 

site and paste it into their document. There’s 

no telling where your bio may turn up, so be 

sure it’s current and that it reflects what you 

want people to know.  

 

Next, move to the “Contact Details” section. 

This is where you enter your address and 

phone number (not displayed publically). 

You also can enter your website, twitter, 

blog and e-mail. This is a great place to get 

your social media contact info out there for 

everyone to see. 

 

Next, complete the “My Artist Statement” 

section. “The artist statement is for both 

writers and illustrators, and is generally 

written in the first person,” Chelsea says. “It 

should focus on your current projects and 

thoughts about yourself as a writer or 

illustrator. The artist statement can include 

your goals as a creative professional, your 

upcoming projects and appearances or 

anything else you want to share about 

yourself as a writer or illustrator.”  

 

When you’ve completed your bio and artist 

statement, click on “save changes.” You 

should see the completed boxes for “About 

Me,” “My Contact Details,” “My Artist 

Statement,” and “My Bio.” Click on “My 

Home” on the left. Near the bottom of the 

page, click on “Add” next to books; you can 

even include your magazine articles. 

 

Start by uploading the cover and title of your 

book. PAL (published and listed) authors 

will find their publishers listed in this 

section. Our Regional Advisor, Patti 

Newman, reminds us that, “Unless 

authors/illustrators enter their books and 

publishers, they will not be labeled as PAL 

and therefore will not receive PAL 

invitations and mailings.” Non-PAL and 

self-published authors can also enter their 

books. Fill in the blanks: year, ISBN, your 

editor’s name (optional), genre and topic. 

You can include a synopsis, post reviews for 

your book, and list your trailer’s URL. 

 

You can add all of your books to your 

profile or just the newest ones. You can link 

http://canorthcentral.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/18/files/2014/07/ACORN-July-August-2014-NEW-062614.pdf
http://canorthcentral.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/18/files/2014/07/ACORN-July-August-2014-NEW-062614.pdf
http://www.scbwi.org/our-new-website/
http://www.scbwi.org/our-new-website/
http://www.scbwi.org/members-public/patricia-newman
http://www.scbwi.org/members/connie-goldsmith/
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your books to IndieBound, Barnes & Noble, 

and Amazon, so people can easily locate 

them. Lastly, you can click on “Submit to 

Crystal Kite Awards” when you enter your 

book so you don’t forget to do it before 

voting opens.  

 

If you’re an illustrator, click “Add” on the 

right of the page to add illustrations. Upload 

a photo of your art, select art style, medium 

and topic. With both art and books you can 

choose the order in which you wish them to 

be displayed on the website. Hit save, and 

your art is displayed for the world to see. 

 

Now that wasn’t so hard was it? But wait! 

There’s more! Be sure to catch Part 3 of The 

New and Improved SCBWI Website in the 

next issue of ACORN to learn about book 

launch parties, message boards, event 

history and other website wonders. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
   

Because of One Book 

Stacey Lee 
 

I was six when I read The Five Chinese 

Brothers, by Claire Hutchet Bishop, 

illustrated by Kurt Wiese, G.P. Putnam’s 

Sons.  I devoured the story, about a brother 

accused of murdering a young boy, who 

together with his four brothers and some 

inborn attributes like an iron neck, outwit an 

unjust legal system.  But I didn’t just love it 

for the clever plot, I loved it because the 

brothers were Chinese.  It was a revelation 

to see them, to have them be the heroes.  

Growing up in a public school that had five 

Asian kids (and that included myself and my 

two sisters), simply seeing my people in a 

real book was a life changer, even if the 

story had nothing of personal relevance to 

me other than general themes of family and 

morality.   

 

 
Stacey, age 6 

 

Looking back, of course I see the problems 

with this book.  Though a respected 

illustrator, did Kurt Wiese have to make the 

Chinese brothers look so slanty-eyed and 

yellow skinned?  Claire Hutchet Bishop was 

a beloved writer, but why weren’t Chinese 

Connie Goldsmith writes about 

health, science and history. She has 

fourteen children’s books to her credit, 

with another one due out in 2015. Her 

newest book, Bombs Over Bikini, is a 

Junior Library Guild selection. She has 

had over two hundred articles published 

in various genres including nursing 

journals and adult and children’s 

magazines. She’s a member of SCBWI 

and the Author’s Guild.  

 

http://www.conniegoldsmith.com/
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authors getting their stories published?  And 

why was the only Chinese book on the shelf 

a folk tale?  Surely there were lots of stories 

written about Chinese people that take place 

outside ancient China. 

 

But as a kid, all I knew was I loved it, and 

when I read it, it made me feel that all was 

right in the world. Also during my sixth 

year, I won honorable mention in the local 

library contest for my original bookmark 

(see picture) that says, “A Book In Need is a 

Friend Indeed.”  I can’t be sure, but I 

suspect this book influenced the creation of 

this obvious masterpiece. 

 

 
Stacey’s winning bookmark 

 

When I write, I am always aware of the 

audience who will be reading my book.  One 

of the concepts the We Need Diverse 

Books* team uses when describing the 

importance of diverse books is that books 

should be both windows through which kids 

can learn about people who are different 

than them, as well as mirrors through which 

they see themselves reflected.  Diverse kids 

should know that they matter, just as 

majority kids need to learn that diverse kids 

are not just stereotypes.  The Five Chinese 

Brothers is the only ‘mirror’ book from my 

early childhood that I remember, yet it 

inspired me to create an award-winning 

bookmark, and certainly shaped the writer I 

would become. What if I had never found it?  

Or more importantly, what if I had found 

hundreds like it (minus the stereotypes)?  

Perhaps I would be twice or thrice the writer 

I am today, with enough Newberys to make 

a pie, and enough Printzes to start a war. 

 

Now that my debut book UNDER A 

PAINTED SKY is coming in March 2015 

(ironically from G.P. Putnam’s Sons, the 

same publisher of The Five Chinese 

Brothers), I couldn’t be more thrilled.  I 

dreamed big, because of one book. 

 

*For those unfamiliar with the 

#WeNeedDiverseBooks hashtag, in a 

nutshell, earlier this year after BookCon 

2014 announced its all-white, all-male panel 

of authors, children’s author Ellen Oh in a 

series of tweets started talking about taking 

action. This wasn’t a new conversation for 

anyone familiar with the lack of diverse 

narratives in children’s lit, where only 10% 

of children’s books published contained 

multicultural content despite 37% of the 

population of the United States being people 

of color. 

 

From there, a core group of authors, 

bloggers, and industry folks began the 

#WeNeedDiverseBooks hashtag campaign, 

the first in a three day event to raise 

awareness, brainstorm solutions, and take 

action.  The campaign garnered over 

162,308,000 impressions, with 23,275 users 

creating over 87,500 posts, and still pictures 

continue to pour into our inbox. 
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We recognize all diverse experiences, 

including (but not limited to) LGBTQIA, 

people of color, gender diversity, people 

with disabilities, and ethnic, cultural, and 

religious minorities. Our mission is to 

promote or amplify diversification efforts 

and increase visibility for diverse books and 

authors, with a goal of empowering a wide 

range of readers in the process. 

 

Now, our organization has formed 

partnerships with several reading initiatives 

including First Book, the National 

Education Association, and is in the process 

of becoming a nonprofit corporation.  Learn 

more about us at: 

www.WeNeedDiverseBooks.org 

 

 
 

 
The Power of Picture Books 
Susan L. Roberts 
 

As part of my contribution to the universe—

and to keep actively involved with 

children’s picture books—I donate picture 

books to the Sacramento Children’s Home.  

I LOVE finding perfect books for them; I 

feel like I’m Santa bringing gifts. 

 

This summer I gave the Sacramento 

Children’s Home a copy of The Sandwich 

Shop, by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al 

Abdullah with Kelly DiPucchio, illustrated 

by Tricia Tusa.  I love the story of two 

friends from different cultures who one day 

started focusing on the differences in the 

lunches they ate, pita and hummus versus 

PB&J.  Their focus on their differences soon 

escalated into a food fight and resulted in 

many hurt feelings. But being best friends, 

the girls made up and organized an 

international food day, where everyone 

brought food from their culture to share.   

 

Three weeks after I delivered the book, I 

received an email from the Home.  It read:   

 

This week something MAGICAL happened 

in our summer enrichment and reading 

program….  What was magical?  Selecting 

“The Sandwich Swap” book you brought to 

us…  
 

Jamie Porter of their educational staff had 

organized an afternoon of reading, listening, 

discussion and taste testing, serving food 

from several different cultures. They even 

discussed the nutritional value of each food.  

It was a winner, for kids and staff alike.   

 

“Boys, ages seven to fourteen, were totally 

engaged with the story and discussion,” said 

Ms. Porter.  “They were able to open up and 

talk about being a good friend, what having 

Stacey Lee is a fourth generation 

Chinese-American whose people came 

to California during the heydays of the 

cowboys. She believes she still has a 

bit of cowboy dust in her soul. A native 

of southern California, she gave up her 

job as a lawyer to finally take up the 

pen because she wanted the perks of 

being able to nap during the day and it 

was easier than moving to 

Spain. UNDER A PAINTED SKY is 

her first novel, coming Winter 2015 

from G.P. Putnam’s Sons. To learn 

more, visit www.staceyhlee.com or 

follow her on Twitter. 

http://www.weneeddiversebooks.org/
http://staceyhlee.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18488397-under-a-painted-sky
http://www.staceyhlee.com/
http://www.twitter.com/staceyleeauthor
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a bad friend felt like, and how to be a friend 

with someone who’s different.  They also 

talked about name calling and bullying, as 

well as about different foods they’ve seen 

others eat.”   

 

I share this to remind us of the power of the 

stories we write.  We may not hear how they 

are used in the classroom or home, or how 

they inspire others, but when the right book 

is put into the hands of a child who needs to 

hear our message, it can open doors in that 

child’s life. 

 

While I have not had the joy—yet—of 

publishing my first picture book, I dream 

that my stories will reach the hearts of 

young readers. We all need to keep writing!  

We don’t know the impact we may have on 

a child’s life. 

 

He helped me reshape my 'quiet' stories, 

suggesting I add a conflict.  While I write 

stories with conflicts, my quiet stories are 

always my favorite.  He helped me learn I 

could add conflict to the quiet stories and 

often end with a powerful publishable story, 

publishable in today's market.  I'm more 

willing to experiment with my writing to see 

where it takes me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Mentorship Novel Program: 
Learning from Finishing 
By Kim Zarins 
  

In a recent Brain Pickings blog post, Neil 

Gaiman offers this advice to writers: You 

have to finish things — that’s what you 

learn from, you learn by finishing things.” 

  

This is true, but learning in isolation is hard.  

What did I learn when I finished my 400-

page fantasy novel?  I learned I could write 

a draft.  But I wasn’t sure what it needed 

next.   

  

About ACORN 

ACORN is the newsletter for the 

California North/Central region of the 

SCBWI.  

 ACORN is published online and is free 

to members of SCBWI. 

 The editors and regional advisor 
reserve the right to make decisions 

about content and to edit submissions. 

 No payment is made for articles or 
illustrations, but contributing authors 

and illustrators are entered in a 

drawing for half-price registration for 

our Spring Spirit conference. 

 Each contributing author and illustrator 

retains the rights to his or her work. 

 News about book releases and signings 
may be passed along. 

 No article or piece of art may be 
reprinted in any form without the 

express written consent of the person 

who created it. 

 We welcome your comments, 

feedback, and questions! You may 

contact the editor. 

 
 

 

Susan L. Roberts also writes book 

reviews for the online San Francisco 

Book Review and is happy to review 

picture books by local SCBWI members.  

 

mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
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Conference critiques give all kind of advice 

on first chapters, and some of that feedback 

generalizes well to later chapters, but after I 

finished my novel, I fell into a labyrinth of 

micro-editing. I knew big-picture editing 

had to be done, but I wasn’t sure how to do 

it.  I did a scene-by-scene spreadsheet to 

follow the arc better.  Should any of these 

scenes be cut?  There were a couple obvious 

ones, but other than that, the scenes all 

offered redeeming character development or 

plot points, making me hesitate from cutting 

them.   

  

I applied for the Digital Mentorship program 

and was lucky to get mentored by Matthew 

Kirby.  

  

Matt focused on the big picture.  I’d been 

told once that my manuscript was 

“cluttered,” and Matt said something similar 

when he said that I had so much stuff there 

that it was hard to know what the reader was 

supposed to focus on.  Matt’s novels, by the 

way, are lean, mean machines.  Never a 

digression, and everything counts.  He 

coached me into this mindset.  He didn’t 

say, “Cut this scene out,” or offer any 

specific feedback like that.  He did 

something better, which was teach me to 

have the mindset to make those decisions for 

myself.  He wanted me to think hard what 

the heart of the novel really is, and then 

“ruthlessly” cut every scene that didn’t have 

that heart within it.  “Look for an excuse to 

cut,” he said.  I had been doing the exact 

opposite.  I’d see a scene that was plot-weak 

but had characterization promoting the heart 

of the novel, so I’d keep it.  I was being 

protective of scenes that weren’t working. 

  

It was helpful to articulate what I was trying 

to do, and then go over the scenes and make 

sure I was doing what I’d meant to do. 

  

I cut nearly 100 pages using this criterion.  I 

couldn’t have cut so much without Matt’s 

guidance, and also the knowledge that he 

would be looking at my manuscript a second 

time.  That second round was like a safety 

net and made me braver with revisions.  If 

I’d cut too much, he could tell me it was 

better before, but what he actually said was 

that it far clearer in its trimmed form.  There 

is still work to be done, but I came away 

feeling that the story was finally getting the 

shape it needed. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Kim Zarins is an Assistant Professor of 
English at the California State 

University at Sacramento, where she 

teaches medieval literature and 

children's literature.  Her new picture 

book, THE HELPFUL PUPPY, came 

out in paperback in 2013 with Holiday 

House.  She's working on a young adult 

fantasy novel tentatively called RUNE 

HUNGER. You can find Kim on 

Facebook and Twitter.  

https://www.facebook.com/KimZarins
https://twitter.com/kimzarins
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Marketing at Every Stage of Your 
Career 
Margaret Snider 
 
Jessica Taylor spoke on “Marketing at every 

stage in your career” at the Sacramento 

Schmooze held at the Arden-Dimick Library 

on June 21.  While Jessica has a degree in 

communications as well as a law degree, she 

said that she loves writing. 

 

“That is where my heart is, and where I want 

to focus my energy,” said Jessica, who lives 

in West Sacramento.  “I really enjoy the 

marketing aspect as well.  I’ve got to do 

both.” 

 

Writer Janelle Weiner of Folsom started the 

path to this event when she attended the 

SCBWI summer conference in 2013 and 

made a goal to volunteer for at least two 

SCBWI events in 2014.  She contacted RA 

Patricia Newman, who suggested Janelle 

consider organizing a schmooze with a 

workshop component. 

 

Janelle talked to her friend, Elk Grove writer 

Sarah Clift, also an SCBWI member, and 

Sarah took on the hospitality component.  

Their first workshop in Carmichael focused 

on goal-setting and attracted around 20 

guests.  The marketing schmooze in June 

filled the whole meeting room, with about 

40 attending. 

 

“One thing I really did like about Jessica’s 

presentation is that she talked about 

marketing at every stage,” Sarah said.  “She 

was speaking to everyone there, in their 

writing journey, and I really like that she 

had something to say to everyone.” 

 

For a person new to the business, Jessica 

said that one of the most important things is 

to focus your attention on why you’re 

writing what you’re writing, and to think 

about how to place your book in the 

marketplace. 

 

 
photo courtesy of Janelle Weiner 

 

“If you’re really serious about publication 

you have to think about exactly why this 

book is important, why it needs to be 

written, and why it’s going to get an agent’s 

attention and an editor’s and an acquisition 

board’s,” Jessica said. 

 

Secondly, she said, it is important to make 

contact with others in the business, whether 

it’s on Twitter, at local conferences, or at the 

Submission Guidelines 

Do you have an idea for an article? Have 

you recently attended a conference or 

workshop? Do you have a piece of art 

you’d like to share? Send it to us! 

Please keep articles between 300 and 500 

words, and include a short biography 

(including website, if you have one), and 

an author photo.  

Illustrators, please send your artwork as 

.jpg files no bigger than 1000 dpi in either 

direction, and send your website address 

as well! 

 

Deadline for next issue: October 15th! 

 

 

Do you have good news—an honor, a 

publication, or a book signing event? 

Send your good news and articles to 

Nathalie and Beth at 

acornnewsletter@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
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library.  You can meet people in any of a 

number of different ways, and she suggested 

many in her presentation. 

 

“Build connections with other writers, 

librarians, publishing professionals like 

agents and editors, in a non-pushy way,” 

Jessica said.  “Just make connections with 

other people, because this industry is very 

people-based, relationship-based.” 

 

When published, a writer should send from 

three to 3,000 postcards to bookstores and 

other contacts, Jessica said.  Handwrite 

them, say something personal, such as what 

you liked about their bookstore (after you 

have visited it).  Talk about the possibility of 

a signing there if it seems feasible.  It may 

seem like a lot of work, but personal 

communication with meaning can carry a lot 

of weight. 

 

The workshop component of the meeting 

had attendees working with others at their 

table.  “I appreciated the fact that rather than 

having an emphasis on socializing, the thrust 

of this schmooze was about finding where in 

the publication process each person at the 

table was,” said Pat Kahn, writer and artist 

from Davis.  “I found the information that 

Jessica gave us on marketing extraordinarily 

helpful. And she was refreshingly well 

organized.” 

 

While there was a lot of information and 

experience shared, the planners did not 

neglect the social element, both before and 

after the presentation, and within work 

groups at each table. 

 

“The most valuable part for me lay in the 

opportunity to sit at the table with new 

acquaintances who were chatting about their 

own publishing experiences,” said writer 

Kary Shender of Davis.  “Both were 

generous in sharing ideas with me and my 

two critique partners.” 

 

Jessica’s debut novel has been accepted by 

Egmont USA and has the working title of 

Invincible Wild, in the genre of magical 

realism.  Her agent is Sarah LaPolla, who 

brought Jessica’s book with her when she 

moved from Curtis Brown to Bradford 

Literary Agency. 

 

SCBWI events provide opportunities for 

getting to know other writers and artists with 

similar interests, goals, and challenges.   

“My first writing conference of any type 

was the Spring Spirit one, three years ago,” 

Jessica said.  “I met two ladies there and 

both of them went on to get agents and 

they’re both getting published, and it all 

happened for us at the same time.  Until then 

I really didn’t know any real live writers.”  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Snider is a freelance 

writer and journalist who lives in 

the Sacramento area.  Click here 

to view one of her recent articles 

in The Rancho Cordova 

Grapevine Independent. 

 

http://www.ranchocordovaindependent.com/pdf_files/vol_46_pdfs/RC%20INDEPENDENT%2007.18.14.pdf
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artwork courtesy of Carella Herberger 

Five Minutes With . . .  
Danielle Smith, Agent with Red Fox 
Literary 
by Connie Goldsmith 
 

Danielle says: “Thank you for this 

opportunity to share a bit about myself with 

your readers.”  

 

How lucky we are to have Danielle Smith 

starring in our first column! This is what she 

would like us to know about her and her 

work: 

 

What are you looking for in a potential 

new client? 
The qualities I look for most in potential 

clients, but aren’t a “requirement” by any 

means, are passion for their own work and 

children’s literature, patience, persistence, 

talent, trust, savviness and knowledge about 

the industry, and perhaps most important of 

all, humility. To me, humility means being 

able to take criticism graciously with an 

open mind, and being willing to have a 

conversation about ways to improve not 

only individual pieces of writing but an 

entire career. It also means enjoying 

successes with the idea in mind that there is 

still work to be done and never taking for 

granted the small achievements and people 

who've helped along the way. 

 

Can you describe your working 

relationship with your clients? 
I have a very open line of communication 

with each of my clients through every step 

of the process. We consult together 

throughout the submissions process and on 

other business matters including their 

individual career paths. When I have a spare 

moment I also love interacting with my 

clients as well as others from the kidlit 

community online on Twitter.  

 

Upcoming Events 
For all upcoming events, please see 

our regional upcoming events page for 

details. 

 PAL Schmooze with Fresno 

Teachers and Librarians, September 

6th 

 Scrivener Schmooze, September 
27th, Citrus Heights 

 CA Reading Association 
Conference, October 17th and 18th, 

Sacramento 

 Schmooze, November 1st, Kingvale 

 NaNoWriMo Schmooze, November 

8th, Sacramento 

 Holiday Mixers, December 3rd OR 
4th, details TBA 

 Spring Spirit Conference, May 2nd, 
Citrus Heights 

SF North/East Events 

 Fall Conference, October18th, 

Oakland 

http://www.inkbottlestudio.com/
https://twitter.com/the1stdaughter
http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=5&sec=Events
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What are your turn-ons and turn-offs 

when reviewing a submission? 
I love personalization and attention to detail. 

When I receive a submission that takes note 

of books that I've mentioned in interviews or 

on my book review website, There's a Book, 

I appreciate that the writer took the time to 

discover whether we'd be a good match. I 

find that these submissions are usually 

closer to what I'd like to see in my inbox. As 

for turn-offs I'd say mass emails, weird fonts 

and generally speaking, I'm not interested in 

books that involve bodily functions like 

pooping or farting (sorry!).  

 

 
 

More about Danielle: (Adapted from the 
Red Fox Literary Website) 

 

For more than six years Danielle Smith has 

been the well-known blogger behind the 

online review site There's a Book, voted the 

BBAW’s Best Kidlit Book Review Blog and 

host to over 200,000 page views per month.  

 

After a successful stint at Foreword Literary, 

Smith joined Red Fox Literary, where she 

will be looking to further expand on the 

sterling reputation she's built within the 

children’s trade publishing world. Her client 

list includes both authors and illustrators 

working in genres from board books to 

picture books to young adult novels, as well 

as nonfiction. Please click here to view the 

Red Fox Literary submission guidelines. 

 

Editor’s Note: Danielle is closed to 

unsolicited queries through the end of 2014. 

Check back at the start of the new year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Our Illustrator 

Coordinator, Rose Cooper 

No matter how much you love writing or 

illustrating, there will always be days when 

you need inspiration, an extra shove for 

motivation, or a reminder why you shouldn’t 

quit despite rejection. Giving up is easy, 

especially when you feel like you’ve hit a 

wall or you’re just oozing with frustration. 

This happens to all of us, in all phases of our 

careers.  

Remind yourself why you began writing or 

illustrating in the first place. I can’t even 

begin to tell you how many times I wanted 

to take the easy way out. Or how many 

times I felt I wasn’t good enough. I even 

compared myself to others and thought I 

would never become as successful. It was 

then that I realized there will always be 

Good News! 

Jamie Kain is thrilled to announce that 

her debut young adult novel The Good 

Sister will be released on October 7, 

2014 by St. Martin's Press. Booklist 

gave it a starred review and wrote the 

following: "In her debut novel, Kain 

writes bravely and beautifully, 

respecting the reader’s capacity to 

respond with openness and a raw 

understanding of the turns life may take 

and to hold judgment as nuanced 

characters discover the many facets of 

their own complex beings." 

http://www.theresabook.com/
http://www.redfoxliterary.com/aboutus.html
http://redfoxliterary.com/aboutus.html
http://redfoxliterary.com/aboutus.html
http://www.theresabook.com/
http://redfoxliterary.com/aboutus.html
http://redfoxliterary.com/submissions.html
http://redfoxliterary.com/submissions.html
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someone out there better than me, someone 

more successful than me.  I couldn’t allow 

my fear of failing take over. 

So in those moments of weakness, I allow 

myself to sulk or pout, to get angry or upset, 

to pull my hair out or eat my weight in 

chocolate. And then I move on. Even though 

today might not be my greatest day, 

tomorrow could possibly be one of my best.  
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Policy on Self-Published Work 

 

1.  Self-published members may list 

their books on our online store, have 

Book Launches [new website feature], 

and be on the Speakers Bureau [website 

feature].  

2.  At conferences, anyone who is on the 

faculty has the right to have their books 

sold and signed, whether the books are 

self-published or not.   

3.  Other self-published books that have 

not been approved by the PAL 

committee cannot be sold at the 

conference, as we feel displaying them 

at the conference is an implied 

endorsement from SCBWI.  The Spark 

Award books are an exception, and 

winners and honor books are permitted 

to be sold at all conferences---because 

they have been curated by SCBWI as to 

their maintaining a high standard. 

4.  If a book is self-published but was 

originally published by a PAL publisher, 

it remains PAL forever.  Similarly, if a 

book in a series is self-published, but it 

is a continuation of a PAL published 

series, then it too may be considered 

PAL.  In other words, the entire property 

is PAL. 

5.  As far as Inside Story is concerned [a 

new book store program SCBWI is 

rolling out], we leave the decision of 

whether or not to sell a non-PAL book 

up to the bookseller.  They know their 

business and their market. 

6.  PAL books may be included in 

regional newsletters. 
 


