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A Note from the Editor 
 

Hello SCBWIers! 

 

We are just about to wrap up another 

fantastic year in writing and illustrating 

and…life.  

 

I was thinking about how much of my 

identity is wrapped up in this whole writing 

thing, that so many of my actions and 

impulses are geared toward carving time out 

for writing, or learning more about it, or 

buying fancy software like Scrivener or not-

so-fancy notebooks or very specific pens 

(the Uni-ball Signo, black ink with a micro 

tip). 

 

There’s a lot more to me than writing, and 

sometimes I can forget about those parts. As 

we move into the holiday season, I’m going 

to work on remembering. 

 

We have yet more exciting articles in this 

issue. Connie Goldsmith is wrapping up her 

SCBWI website tour, and JaNay Brown-

Wood covered the PAL schmooze in Clovis. 

We have “Five Minutes With…”Andrew 

Karre, and plenty of delightful illustrations. 

 

Happy reading, and happy creating! 

Beth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
artwork courtesy of Carella Herberger 
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The New and Improved SCBWI 
Website 
Part 3: Take Some Action 
Connie Goldsmith 
 

You’ve completed your profile on the new 

SCBWI website, right? Now agents and 

publishers, teachers and librarians can see 

your books and read your bio and artist 

statement. (In case it slipped your mind, take 

another look at “Power up Your Profile,” in 

the September/October issue of ACORN.) 

SCBWI staff worked for nearly two years to 

create a website that you can tailor to your 

unique needs.  

 

This article, “Take Some Action,” is the final 

of our three-part series intended to introduce 

you to the SCBWI website and tell you 

about its new features. Take action by 

completing some of the items below to 

enhance your writing or illustrating career, 

and to learn more about the art and business 

of children’s literature. Remember that you 

must be signed in to SCBWI to access these 

options.  

 

SCBWI.org; image used with permission 

 

Get a Gig. Register for the Speaker's 

Bureau, which SCBWI designed so that 

individuals and organizations looking for 

children’s authors and illustrators to speak at 

their events can find you. 

 

Go to the Library. Visit the SCBWI 

Resource Library for everything you need to 

ramp up your writing or illustrating career. 

The site is filled with valuable information 

such as, The Book (a 300-page must-have 

compendium of market surveys, agent 

directory, and information about how to 

prepare, submit, and publicize your work); 

issues of the SCBWI Bulletin dating back to 

its inception in 1971; the SCBWI 

Mentorship Programs; and a page of links to 

sites related to children’s literature. 

 

Throw a Party.  Few of our publishers will 

throw book launch parties for our new 

books. But check out SCBWI’s book launch 

party place to discover how to throw your 

very own book launch party. “Programming 

for the virtual Book Launch Parties is 

underway,” says Chelsea Mooser Confalone, 

Director of Outreach and New Programs for 

SCBWI. “We hope to unveil them at the 

Annual Winter Conference in New York this 

February. The book launch pages will allow 

you to create a special webpage for your 

newly released book using professionally 

designed templates. And most importantly, 

the Book Launch Parties will give your book 

a publicity boost though the collective 

marketing power of the SCBWI.” 

 

Visit Your Region. Check our California 

North/Central Region page for up-to-date 

information on our region’s many offerings. 

Our region extends from the Oregon border 

southward to Kings, Tulare and Inyo 

counties, and includes Yosemite, the Eastern 

Sierra, South Lake Tahoe, the Mendocino 

coast, Lassen and Mt. Shasta, and the 

California foothills. You can meet (virtually) 

our regional leadership; discover how to 

participate in the region’s Facebook, 

listserve, and Twitter; register for events; 

and as of March, 2015, apply for the 

region’s grant to help fund attendance at the 

SCBWI annual summer conference in Los 

Angeles next year. 

 

Combine Business and Pleasure. Are you 

planning an out-of-state trip to visit family 

or friends? Check out the Events Calendar to 

locate an SCBWI event in the area where 

you’ll be. Not only will you make new 

contacts, part of your travel expenses may 

http://canorthcentral.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/18/files/2014/09/ACORN-September-2014_revised.pdf
http://www.scbwi.org/our-new-website/
http://www.scbwi.org/our-new-website/
http://www.scbwi.org/speakers-bureau/
http://www.scbwi.org/speakers-bureau/
http://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/
http://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/
http://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/book-launch-party-pages/
http://www.scbwi.org/online-resources/book-launch-party-pages/
http://canorthcentral.scbwi.org/
http://canorthcentral.scbwi.org/
http://www.scbwi.org/events-home/
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be tax deductible. Be sure to check with 

your accountant or tax preparer. 

 

Dig Diversity: Visit the Diversity Resources 

section to discover awards, websites, and 

books that promote diversity in children’s 

literature. 

 

Find a Partner. If you’re looking for 

critique partners online or outside of your 

area, check out SCBWI's Blueboard. Click 

on “Critique Groups,” shown in small letters 

a few lines down. If you’re looking for a 

group in your own area, check with your 

region’s critique coordinator. Rosie 

Hollinbeck tirelessly serves as our region’s 

critique coordinator. You can reach her at 

rosi.hollinbeck@gmail.com.  

 

Launch a Book. If you have a book coming 

out in late 2015 or in 2016, apply for a book 

launch grant of $2000 to help promote your 

book. The grant can be used toward trailers, 

postcards, school visits and more. 

 

Gain Some Fame. Apply for one of the 

many awards and grants available to SCBWI 

members. Read the descriptions of the 

nearly two dozen available awards and 

grants to find one which fits your work. For 

example, the Work-in-Progress Awards 

recognize outstanding manuscripts in six 

categories. The selected works will be 

posted on a secure web page that will be 

sent to appropriate acquiring editors. These 

awards are to assist writers and illustrators 

to complete a project that is not yet under 

contract. Saying that you’ve received an 

SCBWI award or grant in a query letter may 

move you to the top of those agent and 

publisher reading piles. 

 

Remember that SCBWI is your 

organization. Your own talent and 

determination—together with the help, 

support, and insider knowledge of the 

children’s publishing industry that SCBWI 

offers—can propel your career to new 

heights. We hope these articles have 

encouraged you to make the most of the 

many benefits that SCBWI offers to its 

membership. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
   

 
 
 

Connie Goldsmith writes about 

health, science and history. She has 

fourteen children’s books to her credit, 

with another one due out in 2015. Her 

newest book, Bombs Over Bikini, is a 

Junior Library Guild selection. She has 

had over two hundred articles published 

in various genres including nursing 

journals and adult and children’s 

magazines. She’s a member of SCBWI 

and the Author’s Guild.  

 

http://www.scbwi.org/diversity-resources/
http://www.scbwi.org/boards/index.php?board=45.0
javascript:;
http://www.scbwi.org/awards/book-launch-grant/
http://www.scbwi.org/awards/book-launch-grant/
http://www.scbwi.org/awards/
http://www.conniegoldsmith.com/
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PAL Schmooze 
JaNay Brown-Wood 
 

Picture this: you are in a room surrounded 

by people who are just as passionate about 

writing and education as you. Imagine you 

are able to talk about your upcoming book 

and how it can be utilized in educational 

settings. Now imagine this visualization was 

real! For me it was, and it mirrors my 

experience at the SCBWI Published-and-

Listed (PAL) Schmooze with Fresno 

Teachers and Librarians.  

 

The SCBWI PAL Schmooze took place on 

September 6, in Clovis, CA. During this 

event, authors had a chance to showcase 

their books as well as provide Common 

Core State Standard aligned activities and 

classroom guides for both librarians and 

teachers. Authors handed out flyers and 

book-related promotional items, and sold 

some of their books. Not only that, authors 

also had a chance to establish connections 

with other authors in the North/Central 

California region. I met several authors who 

I have since kept in contact and forged new 

friendships with.  

 

As for the educators and librarians, they 

were able to ask questions, look at author 

materials, and network with the authors who 

might one day visit their schools and 

libraries for author presentations and 

readings. I watched as a group of librarians 

excitedly brainstormed an idea of 

establishing an author series at their libraries 

to engage children and their community.  I 

told them I loved the idea! 

 

 
North/Central Members at the Schmooze 

 

As a new PAL member, I left the event 

feeling encouraged and excited to begin this 

new chapter in my own author journey, the 

chapter that includes author visits, 

presentations, story times, and more. The 

SCBWI North/Central California region 

never fails to amaze me with the wonderful 

events and workshops they offer to help new 

About ACORN 

ACORN is the newsletter for the 

California North/Central region of the 

SCBWI.  

 ACORN is published online and is free 

to members of SCBWI. 

 The editors and regional advisor 
reserve the right to make decisions 

about content and to edit submissions. 

 No payment is made for articles or 
illustrations, but contributing authors 

and illustrators are entered in a 

drawing for half-price registration for 

our Spring Spirit conference. 

 Each contributing author and illustrator 
retains the rights to his or her work. 

 News about book releases and signings 

may be passed along. 

 No article or piece of art may be 
reprinted in any form without the 

express written consent of the person 

who created it. 

 We love you and welcome your 
comments, feedback, and questions! 

You may contact the editor. 

 

 

 

mailto:acornnewsletter@gmail.com
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and established authors feel supported and 

enthused about writing. Thank you again to 

all involved in putting on this wonderful 

event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Five Minutes With . . .  
Andrew Karre, Editorial Director at 
Lerner Publishing Group 
by Connie Goldsmith 
 
Andrew Karre is the editorial director for 

several imprints of Lerner Publishing Group. 

These include Darby Creek, Graphic 

Universe, Carolrhoda Books, and 

Carolrhoda Lab, which is “dedicated to 

distinctive, provocative, boundary-pushing 

fiction for teens and their sympathizers.” 

Several of Andrew’s Carolrhoda Lab books 

have won awards and the imprint is known 

for its cutting-edge YA literature.   

We’re very pleased to have Andrew as our 

guest. He says, “Thanks for this 

opportunity.” This is what Andrew would 

like us to know about him and his work. 

 

What would be in a manuscript to make 

you say, “I want this one?” 

I look for evidence that an author is 

operating at a high imaginative level. One of 

the forms that takes is confident confusion 

in the first pages. I’m very sensitive to 

openings that say, between the lines, 

JaNay Brown-Wood is a Children’s 

Book Author & Educator. Her first 

picture book, Imani’s Moon, is the 

winner of the NAESP Children’s Book 

of the Year and will be published by 

Mackinac Island Press/Charlesbridge 

Publishing on October 14, 2014. When 

she’s not writing, she’s teaching at 

American River College in the Early 

Childhood Education department. 

Good News! 

Margarita Engle’s book, The 

Lightning Dreamer, Cuba’s Greatest 

Abolitionist (Harcourt), will be 

presented with the PEN USA West 

Award for Children’s and Young Adult 

Literature at the Beverly Wilshire on 

November 11. 

 

Did You Know? 

  

1. The Golden Kite Award is open to self-

published books.  

  

2. SCBWI members have an extended 

deadline to submit art to the Bologna Book 

Fair. Click here for details! 

 

3. Madeleine L’Engle’s birthday is 

November 29.  

https://www.lernerbooks.com/About-Lerner/Pages/Darby-Creek.aspx
https://www.lernerbooks.com/About-Lerner/Pages/Graphic-Universe.aspx
https://www.lernerbooks.com/About-Lerner/Pages/Graphic-Universe.aspx
https://www.lernerbooks.com/About-Lerner/pages/carolrhoda-books.aspx
https://www.lernerbooks.com/About-Lerner/pages/carolrhoda-lab.aspx
http://www.janaybrownwood.com/
http://www.margaritaengle.com/
http://www.scbwi.org/submit-art-to-the-bologna-book-fair-illustrators-exhibition/
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“Reader, you have no idea what’s going on, 

and I know that, but I also know you’re 

powerless to resist or to stop reading.” Like 

a fast-talking stage magician, a confident 

author knows it’s not so much what she says 

in those opening moments, but how deeply 

she can set her hooks in our attention. 

 

Please describe a typical working 

relationship with one of your authors. 

 

I buy manuscripts with the intent that the 

author and I will go through a process of 

examining and testing nearly every aspect of 

the text to discover its most interesting 

themes and threads. And, once that’s done, 

we will revise the book until those themes 

and threads are properly weighted and 

presented. This is a necessarily intense and 

nearly intimate process. We will talk a lot, 

and occasionally we will talk about very 

difficult topics, for example, the semiotics of 

oral sex or exactly how much of a horrific 

child-rape needs to appear above the surface 

of the text.   

 

Can you name a book that you’ve read 

over the past year that particularly 

appealed to you and explain why? 

 

Jersey Angel by Beth Ann Bauman was 

surely one of my favorite YA titles in recent 

years. It was wonderfully free of tiresome 

teenagers who act as adults hope teenagers 

would act. Instead, the book is filled with 

insightful and unsparing characterization. 

Bauman’s characters are people I’d like to 

see more of in all YA fiction. 

 

 

Please see the submission guidelines for 

Lerner imprints. In general, Lerner accepts 

resumes and portfolios from illustrators, but 

is closed to unsolicited manuscripts. Andrew 

adds that he accepts submissions from 

SCBWI conference attendees where he 

speaks, and “I’m also very enthusiastic 

about referrals from my authors.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The California North/Central Team 
 
Regional Advisor 

Patricia Newman 

Assistant Regional Advisor 

Lou Ann Barnett 

Assistant Regional Advisor 

Sally Lotz Spratt 

Illustrator Coordinator 

Rose Cooper 

Critique Group Coordinator: 

Rosi Hollinbeck 

Membership Coordinator 

Nancy Barnet 

Newsletter Editor 

Beth Hull 

Publicity/PAL Coordinator 

Jessica Taylor 

Events Coordinator—South 

Suzi Guina 

Twitter Diva 

Angelica Jackson 
 

Upcoming Events 
For all upcoming events, please see 

our regional upcoming events page for 

details. 

 Holiday Mixer, December 3rd, 

Modesto 

 Holiday Mixer, December 4th, 

Sacramento 

 Spring Spirit Conference, May 2nd, 
Citrus Heights 

 

SF North/East Events 

 Katherine Longshore on Building 
Character, January 31st, Napa 

 Writer’s and Illustrator’s Retreat, 

February 5-8, Muir Beach 

https://www.lernerbooks.com/About-Lerner/Pages/Submission-Guidelines.aspx
http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=5&sec=Events

