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DIGITAL MENTOR PROGRAM/PICTUREBOOK 
MENTOR INFORMATION 

 
When you complete the online registration form, you will have the opportunity to rank 
your top three mentors. Manuscript samples will be submitted to prospective mentors 
after the February 1 deadline. Mentors will then choose one (and in some cases, two or 
three) mentees for the program. Mentors include Mike Boldt; Shutta Crum; Laura McGee 
Kvasnosky; Rick Walton; and Tammi Sauer. 
 

Mike Boldt illustrates almost exclusively for 

children’s products, including pop-up books, iPhone 
games, comics, and picture books. This makes sense 
for someone who easily admits that he has a special 
interest in ice cream, Legos, and silly cartoons. His 
passion for creating books started young in the 
library where he grew up on a steady diet of Bill 
Pete, Steven Kellogg, Richard Scarry, and Bill 
Watterson. 
 
At one time Mike thought he would become a 
marine biologist, because the dream of drawing for 
a job seemed too far fetched. But with the constant 
encouragement and support from his parents to 
pursue a career he would really enjoy, he has been 
illustrating professionally for 14 years. 
 

While he still freelances for clients such as G.E. and Fisher-Price, Mike now spends most of his time 
creating and illustrating stories for publishers such as Bloomsbury, Scholastic Canada, Random 
House, and HarperCollins. 
 
Mike is married with three children and lives just outside Stony Plain, Alberta. Visit him online at 
www.mikeboldt.ca.  

 
Last 2-3 published titles:  Little Jack Horner LIVE from the Corner (Scholastic Canada), Ode to 
Underwear (Scholastic Canada), 123 versus ABC (HarperCollins) 
Website: www.mikeboldt.ca  
Preferred formats:  Text; text and art 
Preferred genres:  Prose 
Preferred video chat platform:  Skype, Google Hangout  
# Mentees: 1 

http://www.mikeboldt.ca/
http://www.mikeboldt.ca/


 
 
 

scbwicanorthcentral@gmail.com 

 

Patricia Newman, RA  Catherine Meyer, ARA 

P.O. Box 2025, Carmichael, CA 95609 

 

Shutta Crum is the author of thirteen picture 

books, two novels, and many poems. She is also a 

storyteller, a public speaker and a retired librarian. Her 

poems have appeared in numerous literary journals, 

and her articles about teaching and writing have 

appeared in several professional journals. Her book, 

THUNDER-BOMER! (Clarion) received four starred 

reviews and was an Amer. Library Assoc. and a 

Smithsonian Magazine “Notable Book,” as well as an 

SLJ “Best Book” of the year. MINE! (Albert A. 

Knopf) garnered four starred reviews and was listed in 

the New York Times as one of the best board books of 

the year. Her newest book, DOZENS OF COUSINS 

(Clarion) came out to glowing and starred reviews in 

2013, including an extensive review in the NY Times. In 2010 she was invited to tour American 

military base schools across Japan and talk to children about writing. In 2005, she was honored 

by being one of eight authors invited to read at the White House for the Easter Egg Roll. And in 

2002 she was award the Michigan Library Association’s Merit Award as the State’s youth 

librarian of the year. She currently has two more books under contract. 

 
Last 2-3 published titles:  Dozens of Cousins (Clarion, HMH), Mine! (Alfred A. Knopf, 

Random House), Thunder-Boomer! (Clarion, HMH) 
Website:   http://blog.shutta.com/  
Twitter:   @shutta 
Preferred formats:  Text; text and art 
Preferred genres:  Verse; Prose; Wordless/almost wordless 
Preferred video chat platform:  Skype 
# Mentees: 1 
  

http://blog.shutta.com/
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Laura McGee Kvasnosky I am a general maker of 
things: gardens, quilts, ukulele songs – and books. I’ve 
published sixteen picture books and one middle grade novel 
in 20 years. Their awards include SCBWI Kite honors for 
ZELDA AND IVY, and ALA’s Theodor Seuss Geisel medal for 
ZELDA AND IVY THE RUNAWAYS. I am a founder of the 
writing for children certificate program at UW-ext., and 
taught ten semesters at Vermont College of Fine Arts. 
 
What do I look for in a picture book? Resonance, character(s), 
language, and humor (usually); a story that connects with its 
audience. Owl Babies is a good example of a perfect picture 
book to my way of thinking. But I encourage writers to find 

their own perfect picture books. In fact, I think that’s an important step in becoming a 
writer: read lots of picture books and identify the ones you love, then figure out why you 
respond that way. That’s good information to bring to your own work. Because I illustrate 
as well as write, I am glad to consider dummy books – in fact, I encourage writers to make 
dummy books whether or not they illustrate.  
 
More on our critique group’s blog: http://booksaroundthetable.wordpress.com/, and my 
website: http://lmkbooks.com/. 
 
Last 2-3 published titles:  Zelda and Ivy The Runaways, Zelda and Ivy The Big Picture and 
Zelda and Ivy Keeping Secrets. All Candlewick Press 
Website: http://lmkbooks.com/ 
Preferred formats:  Text; text and art 
Preferred genres:  Verse; Prose; Non-fiction; anything! 
Preferred video chat platform:  Skype; Google Hangout; Facetime 
# Mentees: 2 
  

http://booksaroundthetable.wordpress.com/
http://lmkbooks.com/
http://lmkbooks.com/
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Tammi Sauer has sold 17 picture books to 
major publishing houses—Bloomsbury, Disney-
Hyperion, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, Simon 
& Schuster, and Sterling. In addition to winning 
awards, her books have gone on to do great things. 
Both Cowboy Camp and Bawk & Roll have been 
developed into musicals. Mostly Monsterly was 
selected for the 2012 Cheerios Spoonfuls of Stories 
program with more than a million copies in print. 
And Chicken Dance was released in French which 
makes her feel extra fancy. www.tammisauer.com  
 
Last 2-3 published titles:  Nugget & Fang 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR); Princess-in-
Training (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR) 
Website: www.tammisauer.com  
Preferred formats:  Text  
Preferred genres:  Prose 
Preferred video chat platform:  Skype 
# Mentees: 1 
  

http://www.tammisauer.com/
http://www.tammisauer.com/
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Rick Walton is the author of over 90 

books for kids. His published works include 
picture books, joke books, activity books, 
parodies, mini-mysteries, and poetry. He 
has published with HarperCollins, Putnam, 
Candlewick, Bloomsbury, American Girl, 
Klutz, Lerner, Macmillan, Peachtree, and 
others. He lives in Provo, Utah where he 
teaches college courses on picture book 
writing and on the publishing industry. 
 
 
 

Last 2-3 published titles:  Frankenstein: A Monstrous Parody (Macmillan--Feiwel and 
Friends), I Need My Own Country (Bloomsbury). 
Website: http://www.rickcreation.com/rickwalton/  
Preferred formats:  Text  
Preferred genres:  Verse; Prose 
Preferred video chat platform:  Skype 
# Mentees: 3 
 

http://www.rickcreation.com/rickwalton/

